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BRITISH DISABLED FENCING ASSOCIATION

Selection Criteria for Athletes at International Events
Introduction

The Selection Committee will be elected to serve for a two year period by the Executive Committee and will comprise of three voting members one of which should be the National Coach.  A Chairman will also be elected who will be a non-voting member.  The Team Manager, elected at the AGM may also be in attendance in an advisory and non-voting capacity formally unless elected on to the committee
The criteria below have been devised so that decisions, which are sometimes subjective, can be measured and monitored.

In making their final decision the Selection Committee will be guided by its own experience from working with athletes at individual, regional, elite sessions and at residential training camps and tournaments. The Committee also receive feedback from coaches and other experts who work with the fencers on a one-to-one basis in various disciplines, e.g. strength and conditioning, nutrition, individual skills, mental readiness etc which helps confirm their decisions. The Selection Committee will also appoint reserve(s) in the event that injury or other commitments prevent an athlete from taking his/her place in the team.

Final Decision

The Selection Committee is charged by the Association with the task of making the final team selection for all competitions, taking into consideration any restrictions or recommendations by the Committee of the Association i.e. Financial. Submitting the selection to the BDFA Executive Committee, who will request that the Association Secretary notify all squad members of the Association of their selection/non-selection within two weeks of the decision. Provision will be made to feedback reasons for non selection. In the case of the Paralympic Games, the selection details will also be passed   to the British Paralympic Association for ratification.

Deselection

A fencer may be deselected from the team if he/she:

· Following selection fails to sign up to the B.D.F.A. Code of Conduct

· Due to illness or injury becomes unable to perform to the required standard in the opinion of the Executive Committee

· Breaches or fails to fulfil a requirement of the anti-doping policies of the International Wheelchair and Amputee Sports Association

· Fails to meet classification requirements

Any athlete who has not been selected and feels they should have been must discuss the matter, in the first instance, with the Secretary of the Executive Committee. If they are still not satisfied a formal written appeal should be given to the Chairman of the Selection Committee within 7 calendar days of the selection being notified. This statement will then be submitted to the Appeals Panel for consideration.  The appeals process will take no more than 28 calendar days, and the result notified to the athlete with, if requested, the opportunity of a de-brief with the National Coach.  

Criteria/Monitoring
To be considered for selection an athlete is expected to meet the criteria set below. The importance of the different criteria ranges from essential to desirable. These ratings will inform the selection process, allowing coaches to differentiate between players with similar abilities.

Monitoring is done by the BDFA Head Coach and Assistant Coaches through personal observation and feedback from the Strength and Conditioning support staff; individual weapon coaches; the squad’s lead physiotherapist; sport psychologist; team manager; nutritionist; and sports science advisor.

Wins against fencers ranked in the World top 10, performances against the World’s top nations i.e. China, Hong Kong, Poland, France, current World and GB Rankings and performances at the National Championships will also be taken into consideration where relevant. 

CRITERIA
· Athlete Eligibility - Essential

In order that fencers can be considered for selection they must:

· Be eligible to represent Great Britain i.e. be born in the British Isles or hold a British Passport

· Be eligible for selection under the rules of the International Wheelchair Fencing Committee (IWFC) and have a current International Classification

· Be a member of B.D.F.A.


· Comply with the rules and regulations of IWFC as well as those of the World Anti Doping Agency
· Inclusion on the World Class Performance Programme – Desirable

Fencers of the appropriate level will be nominated on the UK Sport Lottery Funded World Class Performance Programme (WCPP) It is from this group of elite athletes that the team will come from if logistically and numerically possible. (There is a BDFA selection matrix for inclusion onto WCPP) 

· Physicality – Desirable

An athlete’s physical characteristics are an important aspect at the World level. Ideally they should have height, a fast arm, good co-ordination and a long reach. This attribute of size does not preclude smaller athletes who may have other qualities.

· Power to weight ratio – Essential

The development of speed is a priority. Power and leanness are attributes that should be developed through training and diet. Improvements in these areas must be seen and where possible monitored via field-based testing. 

· Following a training regime – Essential

Each fencer must follow the training programme as set out by the Head Coach. This includes (a) attendance at elite, regional and individual sessions plus residential training camps; (b) be available for the full competition calendar; (c) maintain training performance records and make these available to the GB coaching staff; (d) maintain the correct work/rest ratio in line with the macro/micro preparation cycles (to ensure ‘peaking’ at the appropriate time).

· Potential to improve – Essential

Athletes must show the capability and the potential to improve both physically and mentally. This area of the criteria is subjective and at the coaches discretion. It is monitored by coach/athlete discussions and evidence of prior improvements.

· Evidence of individual improvement - Desirable

Athletes must demonstrate an improvement in their individual skills and abilities, measured through coach assessment and technical testing i.e. point control.

· Technical ability – Essential

Athletes must demonstrate individual technique and skills that are comparable or better than international fencers, in or above their classification, from leading countries around the world.

· Fitness – Essential

Being physically and psychologically fit to compete for Great Britain at an elite level i.e. not suffering from any chronic/progressive condition that is likely to hinder performance at an event. Athletes must demonstrate through testing that they are maintaining, improving and moving towards a ‘peak’ (as defined by sports science) condition by the time of selected competition i.e. World Cup, European, World Championships or Paralympic Games. 

· Mental toughness and readiness – Desirable

These qualities are difficult to define and monitor, however, over a period of time they become recognisable, i.e., an athlete shows an ability to compete under pressure as documented in high profile matches against opponents of a similar or better standard, that they can remain calm and be positive under pressure; demonstrate perseverance and a will to prepare to win; positivism – behaves as if success is a choice.

· Ability to work as part of a team - Necessary

Athletes demonstrate through training and competition that they understand the importance of working together as a team. They are prepared to take personal responsibility when this is what their team needs most.

· International potential

It may be appropriate to include in a team selection a fencer who would benefit from the experience of fencing in an international competition with a view to their long-term development.

· Dedication to being an elite athlete - Necessary

Athletes must show a constant strive for self improvement and accept the requirements for being a member of the GB Squad. It is monitored through a good coach – athlete relationship with open and honest communication and regular feedback.

· Acceptance of GB Team Conditions – Essential


Athletes must fully accept and adhere to all the terms and conditions that are associated with being a member of the GB Team – i.e. code of conduct etc.

· “X Factor” – Desirable

This criterion is down to the coach’s gut feeling.
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